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On the THIRD FRIDAY of 
every month beginning Friday 
September 21st, take action!! 

The slow-motion train wreck 
that is the occupation of Iraq 
grows daily more of a nightmare. 
In 2006 America voted to bring it 
to an end. Our politicians have 
failed to grasp the strain on our 
military and the depth to which 
America's influence in the world 
has fallen. We must be the voice 
that continues to ask them and our 
media to recognize just how vital 
it is to restore our values and prin-

The United States Congress, the Bush admini-
stration, and the military officers continue to 
wrangle about the number of troops needed in 
the war, how many can be withdrawn now and 
when they can all come home. The American 
people continue to follow reports from the 
front in a fog of confusion and fear. Mean-
while, a refugee crisis threatens the very fabric 
and existence of Iraq. 
      Before the U.S. invasion, Iraq had a popu-
lation of 26 million in an area about twice the 
size of Idaho. It is a landlocked nation except 
for one narrow outlet to the Persian Gulf. Six 
countries border Iraq -– Turkey, Iran, Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Syria. Because of 
the danger to life and the ruined society in 
their country, Iraqis are pouring over the bor-
ders into neighboring countries. The human 
suffering caused by this dislocation is incalcu-
lable. The possibility of spreading terrorism 
and conflict beyond Iraq’s borders via this 
exodus of unhappy and resentful people is 
very real. 
      Four million Iraqis now reside outside 
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ciples.    wwwiraqmoratorium.org/ 
Join with millions to: 

¨ Wear and distribute black ribbons and 
armbands.  

¨ Buy no gas on Moratorium days . 
¨ Pressure politicians and the media.  
¨ Hold vigils, pickets, rallies, and 

teach-ins  
¨ Hold special religious services  
¨ Coordinate events in music, art, and 

culture  
¨ Host film showings, talks, and educa-

tional events 
¨ Remember the Vietnam War Morato-

rium?   
For those of you that missed it, now’s your 
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their own country. Two million of these are 
refugees in Syria and Jordan. Jordan is a coun-
try smaller than Indiana with a pre-war popu-
lation of 5,760,000. Imagine, however sympa-
thetic its people, absorbing and feeding 
750,000 Iraqi refugees. Syria, with a popula-
tion of 18,449,000, has had an influx of 
1,200,000. According to United Nations statis-
tics, Lebanon has taken in 40,000 refugees, 
Egypt 100,000, Iran 54,000, Turkey 10,000 
and the Gulf States 200,000. These are un-
doubtedly low estimates because many Iraqis 
are hiding in other countries and are under the 
radar.  
      The United States promised to take 70,000 
refugees but so far has taken only 700. The 
administration has not even come up with a 
plan to find refuge for embassy employees, 
translators, reconstruction and aid workers, 
and other vulnerable people who have worked 
with our military forces. If the U.S. admini-
stration is not paying attention to this mass 

(Refugee Crisis Continued on page 4) 
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chance to experience the thrill of mak-
ing history! This month the MtDPJC 
joins sister-org PeaceActionWest, The 
Network of Spiritual Progressives 
(NSP) and many other organizations in 
supporting the nationwide Third Fri-
day Iraq Moratorium . 

On the third Friday of every 
month, starting this Friday, September 
21, Americans are asked to break their 
usual routine and do something to re-
sist the Iraq War. The NSP is urging 
everyone to stop what they are doing a 

(Recruiting Continued on page 6) 

IRAQ’S REFUGEE CRISIS 
By Ann Singer 
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We got COLORS!!!  Enjoy the 
last Radical Red issue?  At the sugges-
tion of the incomparable Roland 
Janssen, future issues will be inspired 
by “awesome orange (Oct), grateful 
ultraviolet (Nov), and pagan evergreen 
for renewal (Dec/Jan)”.  Sound fun?  
Just wait! 

Any of you with older KIDS in 
your life might suggest the Peace Cen-
ter as a great place to fulfill that pesky 
old Community Service requirement.  
It’s the beginning of the school year so 
now’s the perfect moment to make 
peace part of your child’s curriculum. 

To finish, let’s consider the Al 
Gore campaign from last month.  

Many thanks to those of you who contrib-
uted letters toward our effort to get Mr. 
Gore to speak at out Quarterly Forum.  
Your letters were uniformly ardent, ex-
tremely persuasive, and much appreciated.  
However, frankly-- and here I’ve gotta 
guilt trip the rest of you-- they were too 
few.  If only a tenth of you had responded, 
we could have sent 80 letters to Mr.Gore 
and over-whelmed him with our commit-
ted and deserving appeal.  As it was, after 
a long and determined effort on the part of 
our beloved director Mary Alice, we were 
last week notified that Gore et al.  “must 
regretfully decline” the privilege, “but to 
try again next  year”.  Hunh!   Feeling re-
morse?  Never fear, this month you can 
redeem yourself by participating in the 3rd 
Friday Iraq Moratorium, our current Ac-
tion of the Month.  (See article on page 1.) 

4�����.��3����4�����.��3����4�����.��3����4�����.��3���� by Virginia Wheaton 

We hope you will send the en-
closed postcard to a friend who 
may need to be reminded that our 
troops are dying daily in Iraq. We 
can't blame friends who need re-
minding. Iraq is not important in 
the lives of most of us. Our loved 
ones are not subject to the draft and 
none of us now pays taxes to sup-
port this war. 

Lafayette resident Jeff Heaton 
was concerned when our troops 
invaded Iraq and started destroying 
Baghdad. He arranged with hillside 
owners Louise and Johnson Clark to 
plant a cross for each of our service 
members killed there. Theft and van-
dalism started with the first three 
crosses. This brought a temporary halt 
to Jeff's endeavor. Last November, 
when our death toll was over two 
thousand, Jeff appealed for help from 
Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice Center 
and other peace groups. Over one hun-
dred volunteers responded with picks 
and shovels, hammer and nails, wood, 
saws and paint to produce what you 
can see from the Freeway and Lafay-
ette BART platform today: one cross, 

star of David, Crescent or other indica-
tion of ethnicity for every one of our 
troops killed in Iraq. 

A memorial correspondence card 
was suggested by Dr. Richard Lininger 
who took the photo of the Lafayette hill-
side covered with crosses. The Peace 
Center printed the cards with costs subsi-
dized by a member. The cards will be 
sold with all proceeds to benefit the Cen-
ter. The cards are available for purchase 
at the Peace Center and in local stores. 
The cost is 25 cents each  or 10 post-
cards for $2.00 plus $1.00 postage and 
handling if we are mailing them to you.  

Peace Postcards by Louise Clark 
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desire for a peace agreement with Is-
rael. Elizabeth met with the President's 
British-born wife, with whom she 
shares an interest in community eco-
nomic development, education and the 
welfare of refugees.  

One of the most moving parts of 
their trip was a visit to the holy site of 
Notre Dame de Saydanaya, a revered 
Christian mecca where legend says the 
Virgin Mary appeared 1,500 years ago. 
Fully veiled Muslim women worship 
together with Christians. "In this time 
of religious strife, it is important to bear 
witness to places that show the way of 
peace," Elizabeth observed. Peace and 
harmony in Syria? Would that message 
be seen on American TV? No. 

Next, Dennis and Elizabeth visited 
Lebanon. There, Dennis met with Presi-
dent Emil Lahoud and Prime Minister 
Fouad Siniora where discussions cen-
tered on resolving the conflict with Is-
rael and issues surrounding stability in 
Lebanon.  Lebanon's leading Christian 
cleric, Cardinal Sfeir, Patriarch of the 
Maronite Church, met with Dennis and 
Elizabeth. Cardinal Sfier is no stranger 
to U.S. politics, having met with 
George Bush, Dick Cheney and Con-
daleeza Rice in Washington. As the 
leader of a large segment of an ethni-
cally and religiously diverse nation, he 
told the visitors, "We have to appreciate 
living together with persons who are 
not of our faith and working with them 
to achieve a common good."  Dennis 
and Elizabeth also made plans to return 
to Qana, the site of heavy fighting dur-
ing last year's war. Dennis summed up 
the trip this way: "I believe that through 
direct communication, there is hope for 
peace. The world is ready to embrace 
America again. It is important that 
America reaches out to show our true 
values, our compassion and our willing-
ness to work for peace."    

The votes we cast next year will 
have an impact here in the United States 
and also around the world. The candi-
date we elect must be equipped to make 
sound foreign policy decisions, based 
on first hand experience and in-person 
communications with world leaders.  

 

 September was a big month for 
the peace movement, with the anni-
versary memorials for 9/11, the Con-
gressional hearings on war funding, 
The March on Washington (9/15),  
and the first 3rd Friday Iraq Morato-
rium (9/21) to mention a few.  Our 
demonstration co-hosted with 
MoveOn at the Veteran’s Plaza drew 
hundreds of concerned citizens, many 
honks, and few sneers.  The names of 
some of the U.S. soldiers killed so far 
were read and witnessed and candles 
were lit in memory.  Thanks to every-
one who made it!   
 The anti-war March on Washing-
ton boasted nearly 100,000.  A die-in 
on the Capital steps prostrated some 
6,000 of these, and almost 200 more 
were arrested for civil disobedience.   
Speakers included Ralph Nader, 
Ramsey Clark, and several Iraq Vet-
erans, some of whom marched 
through the heartland to get to D.C. 
 The 9/21 actions are pending as 
of this writing, so look for a report 
same place, next month.  As for the 
hearings, well, hope to hear what you 
have to say about that next month in 
the letters section.  Till then, Power to 
the Peaceful!! 

Art Honorable Mention 
“Dominoe” by Sherry Ravazza 

Acalanes High School 
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By Mary Jo Tamimi 

While many people were enjoying 
picnics and barbeques over the Labor 
Day weekend, Democratic presidential 
candidate Dennis Kucinich and his 
wife Elizabeth were traveling through-
out the troubled Middle East in search 
of solutions to global challenges.  
"Strength through Peace" - the 
Kucinich philosophy - means direct 
engagement, diplomacy, adherence to 
international law and upholding trea-
ties.  In this spirit, Dennis and Eliza-
beth decided to visit the Middle East 
to see whether political and religious 
leaders, as well as citizens, were open 
to engaging in a positive dialogue. To 
search for ways to solve the region’s 
problems, to mitigate the lingering 
dangers, to find common ground for 
diplomatic cooperation, and to build a 
road to Peace is a kind of dialogue 
ignored and dismissed by the White 
House. 

The six-day trip started in Syria. 
In the Golan region, they visited the 
site of the "Shouting Valley" where 
Syrians whose families were separated 
by the occupation have to literally 
shout to each other across a distance of 
several hundred yards in order to 
maintain family and personal contact. 
Syria has accepted and settled more 
than one and a half million refugees 
from Iraq. The Syrian government is 
providing free education and health-
care. "People are desperate," said Den-
nis. "They have lost loved ones in the 
war. They have nothing but the clothes 
on their back. This is a profound hu-
manitarian gesture on the part of this 
country because it significantly in-
creases the population of Syria. Now, 
someone must provide for these refu-
gees."  

On the second day, there was an 
extended meeting with Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad. They discussed 
a wide range of issues including build-
ing relations between Syria and the 
United States, the role of the European 
community in negotiations between 
Syria and Israel, hopes for a national 
unity government in Lebanon, matters 
affecting Pakistan, and Assad's stated 
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Art Honorable Mention 
Fazrin Hazratizodeh 

Pleasant Hill Middle School 

Refugee Crisis continued from page 1 
migration of people, other countries see clearly that the pot is 
about to boil over. Syria and Jordan are beginning to enforce 
restrictions and limit entry, leaving thousands of families 
stranded at their borders. 
      Fifty thousand more Iraqis are leaving each 
month. Added to this problem, 1.9 million Iraqis have been 
internally displaced and forced to relocate. And Iraqis con-
tinue to die in this war at the rate of 120 victims a day. 
      All kinds of people from every strata of society are leav-
ing the country, but a disproportionate number have been 
doctors, academics and professionals, middle and upper class 
people who have the resources and options to move out of 
harm’s way. They are leaving societal structures in sham-
bles. Businesses are not functioning, children are not attend-
ing school, hospitals and medical services are breaking down, 
and crime and murder are rife. Now the poor are leaving too 
with no money to pay their way in a new place. Tens of thou-
sands are in limbo, hoping to ride out the shooting and devas-
tation and return to their homes, but if it goes on much longer 
they will never be able to go back. By the time this admini-
stration is voted out of office, there will be little left in Iraq to 
save. 
      “It is time for the United States to leave Iraq, without any 
more delay than the Pentagon needs to organize an orderly 
exit.” This is the opening of the New York Times Editorial of 
July 8, 2007. Most Americans reached this conclusion 
months ago. There is no military solution. The U.S. must 
work now in every way it can toward a negotiated settlement. 
We must stop talking about how things are “improving” here 
and there and with humility admit that Iraq is a mess. We 
have to turn to the United Nations, to all countries (friend and 
foe) impacted in the Middle East, and to our former al-
lies. Together we must come up with a realistic plan to end 
the war now and begin the rebuilding and reconciliation 
process.  
Contact Ann Singer at singann@aol.com or 925-256-9413.  

����

The Maestro Speaks – Too Little, 
Too Late!    By Karen Allen 
 

Well, what do you know! Saint Alan Greenspan, the 
Maestro of Wall Street has finally acknowledged the obvi-
ous: “I am saddened that it is politically inconvenient to 
acknowledge what everyone knows: the Iraq war is 
largely about oil,” saith The Maestro. 

Whoopee. NOT! Why not whoopee, you ask? Isn’t it a 
good thing when an influential person, especially one the 
size of Greenspan, gets hit with a world-shattering epiph-
any? Sure, if it’s a real epiphany. 

To begin with, not everyone acknowledges “the Iraq 
war is largely [or even a little bit] about oil.” There is a 
huge chunk of the American public, thanks to Greenspan’s 
formerly favorite people, the Bushies, that still refuse to 
believe American lives are being sacrificed and the country 
bankrupted for greasy, slimy oil. They continue to sneer at 
the Leftie slogan, “No Blood For Oil.”  

And why did it take Greenspan so long to figure it 
out? Did he really have to retire as chairman of the Federal 
Reserve before noticing he was living in oil-based Bush-
World? Or, could it be that he’s merely trying to protect his 
“legacy,” a legacy that is fast losing its luster as the econ-
omy he helped create begins to implode: Greenspan also 
recently said he had “no notion of how significant they 
[subprime loans] had become until very late.” And he’s 
supposed to be smart! 

I wonder if Greenspan’s oily epiphany came about as 
a result of the announcement that Ray Lee Hunt, son of 
deceased H.L. Hunt of Hunt Oil Company, has signed a 
dangerous oil agreement with the Kurds in Northern Iraq? 
(Watch out -- Turkey is REALLY unhappy about the 
Kurd’s move toward oil-based autonomy!)  

Greenspan’s life has been Big Money and there was 
no bigger money than the Hunt family pre-1980, so he 
must know all about the Hunts and their support of the 
Bush family. (For our younger readers, the Hunt family’s 
exploits were the basis for the TV show Dallas, except the 
show’s producers had to tone down some of the more ex-
cessive intrigues in order to keep the show believable.) 
Wall Street Maestro Greenspan surely remembers that in 
the 1970’s H.L. Hunt with his sons and some wealthy Ar-
abs tried to corner the silver market. In 1988 the Hunt 
brothers (H.L. had died in 1974) were convicted of con-
spiring to manipulate Greenspan’s beloved Stock Market. 
And now another Hunt son has managed to get an oil deal 
with the Kurds. In the world of Big Money and Big Oil, 
it’s all about who you know, and the Hunt’s know the right 
people – the Bush’s. 

But it still took Greenspan until September of 2007 to 
recognize that the Iraq war was “largely” about oil. If he 
lives long enough, he may succumb to another epiphany, 
the one that acknowledges that the Bush family, like the 
Hunt family, is largely about greed and corruption.  
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The recent collapse of a bridge in 
Minnesota reminds us once again of 
the shoddy state of America’s infra-
structure.  Not just bridges, but also 
roadways and railways and dams and 
levees and sewers and water mains 
and electricity transmission lines  
across America are in urgent need of 
update and repair.  Much of our na-
tional infrastructure was built years 
ago, at a time when our population 
was less and demand was lower; 
moreover, greatly improved materials 
and technologies now available were 
not known at the time of original con-
struction.  Those who administer 
roadway and bridge construction in 
Minnesota had been aware for some 
time that the now-collapsed bridge 
was in need of major repair or recon-
struction.  Sadly, reluctance to make 
the needed funds available (which 
would have required imposition of 
higher taxes and or deferral of other 
priority projects) caused the state to 
postpone plans for a new bridge until 
2020-- much too late, as it turned out.  

In contrast, we are always ready 
to spend tax money on our war ma-
chine: nearly a trillion dollars and 
counting in Iraq alone.  Additional 
hundreds of billions are wasted on 
gold-plating our already bloated arse-
nal of high-tech weapons, many of 
which have no relevance to our “war” 
on terror.  New fighter aircraft and 
missiles are under development when 
our current systems are vastly supe-
rior to those of any other country.  
Anti-ballistic missiles are being de-
ployed in Alaska, although tests of 
this technology have failed repeat-
edly, even though rigged to make 
them easy to pass.  A new generation 
of nuclear weapons is being devel-
oped, despite the thousands already in 
an arsenal that has no prospect of use 
because of its overwhelming and 
counterproductive lethality.  Our fleet 
of nuclear powered submarines con-
tinues to prowl the ocean depths to re-
spond to a first strike from a Soviet 
Union that evaporated 17 years ago.  
Our nuclear-armed B-2 Stealth bomb-
ers and missiles stand at the ready, 

also poised to launch against a Soviet 
force that has long since ceased being 
a threat.  Our battleships roam the 
seas, and we maintain hundreds of 
military bases all over the world, in-
cluding bases in Ethiopia and Iceland.  
What a loss it is:  All of this weaponry, 
all the hundreds of billions of wasted 
dollars, all the brainpower misem-
ployed for decades on military tech-
nology, all the talent so greatly needed 
for inner-city schoolrooms or for labo-
ratories dedicated to finding solutions 
to our real problems. 

When will we regain our senses 
and begin to turn our attention to 
America’s real problems?  Weapons 
research and construction has only one 
purpose, and that is to bolster our mili-
tary-industrial complex, the very one 
that Eisenhower warned against so 
many years ago! No one was listening 
then, and no one is listening now. Con-
gress gets stampeded annually into al-
locating ever greater amounts in the 
name of national security.  The result-
ing waste of resources fuels our na-
tional insecurity by taking money and 
talent away from places that really do 
need support and which really will  in-
crease the security of the people of 
America. Never has renewed funding 
for such things as education, infra-
structure, health care, full employ-
ment, global warming, revived auto-
mobile and general heavy manufactur-
ing industries, and regained leadership 
in science and technology been more 
important. 

The Bush administration continues 
to bluster about Iran, warning the 
world that “there will be conse-
quences” if Iran continues with ura-
nium enrichment and with providing 
roadside bomb technology to the Shiite 
militia in Iraq.  Added to that, we are 
at the beginnings of a renewed cold 
war with Russia, largely because of 
our plans to deploy unneeded and un-
workable ABM’s in Poland, and there 
is talk of sending US troops into Paki-
stan if Osama bin Laden can be tar-
geted there.  We snub our noses at 
Venezuela’s President Chavez and 
won’t talk with Iran or Syria or Cuba.  

Get Out of Iraq and Into America by Eric Anschutz 

 

Our policies are 
in disrepute all 
over Latin Amer-
ica and hated all 
over the Arab 
world; the French 
and Germans and 
Canadians and 
Spaniards and 
Italians think that 
our invasion of Iraq, our surge, and our 
continued presence there are catastro-
phic. We Americans, too, are dispirited 
by the hemorrhaging of money and 
blood in that God-forsaken US-created 
wasteland.  We are tired of the fear-
mongering, the feelings of impending 
doom, and the promise of endless war 
against the “Islamic hordes.”   We are 
tired of an administration so politicized 
that it instructs the Surgeon General to 
mention the President’s name three 
times on every page of a speech, so 
anti-science that it forbids the Presi-
dent’s Science Advisor to mention stem 
cells, and so unthinking about global 
warming that it will not participate in 
the Kyoto Treaty, aimed at reducing the 
threat of that impending global disaster. 

What to do? First and foremost: get 
out of Iraq.  Do it as soon as logistically 
possible.  Take the $10 billion ++ 
wasted in Iraq every month, and begin 
to rebuild America’s infrastructure and 
its industry, thereby stimulating Amer-
ica’s economy and putting us back into 
the business of making useful things 
and building our technological 
base.  Under UN auspices, join with 
France and Germany and England and 
Russia and China and India in a new 
coalition to solve the world’s.  This 
group of nations possesses most of the 
world’s resources, much of its intellec-
tual and technical capacity, and most of 
its population.   Together we can re-
claim the moral high ground lost on the 
killing fields of Iraq, find a way to 
avoid the threat of war in the Middle 
East by bringing the Islamic nations 
into the 21st century, and begin to work 
jointly on the many problems that beset 
the world.  To say it again, we must get 
out of Iraq and into America.  
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at 12:00 p.m. or so and stand for five minutes of silence 
to remember that we are at war, to support a withdrawal 
of all our troops from Iraq, and to support a new para-
digm for foreign policy.  

Stand wherever you are - in your workplace, stand, 
in a restaurant, walking down the street stand in silence, 
in your car pull over and stand beside your car, in a gro-
cery store stand beside the food or near the place you 
pay, at home go outside your house or apartment build-
ing and stand on the sidewalk, make yourself visible 
and stand in silence, prayer or meditation. 

 

( Continued from page 1) 

�

Ghandhi Peace Award Recipient 
Dr. A. T. Ariyaratne Potluck and Presentation 
Promoting Non-violence during Sri Lanka's Civil War 

 
Tuesday, Oct 23rd from 6:00 – 9:00 PM 
Cost: $20 or 20 Thank Yous with a dish to share, $40 
with no dish. 
Thank Yous: Applies when you RSVP online to 
Friendly Favors.net or call the Pecae Center 

 
Potluck dinner & presentation by the founder 
of the Sarvodaya Movement. Dr. Ahan-
gamage Tudor Ariyaratne is the founder of 
the Sarvodaya Shramadana Movement, the 
largest peace, self-help and development or-
ganization in Sri Lanka. Sarvodaya is now the 
largest peace, self-help and development or-

ganization, promoting development from the bottom up 
in more than 11,000 villages.  

Dr. Ariyaratne, is a former high school teacher at 
Nalanda College. He has lectured on five continents and  
at the United Nations in 2000. He has led tens of thou-
sands of family gatherings, work camps and meditations 
with millions of people throughout Sri Lanka and the 
world. He has lectured on five continents, including  at 
the United Nations in 2000, and has been nominated for 
the Northcote Parkinson Civil Courage Award, Hilton 
Humanitarian Prize, Seoul Peace Prize, Templeton Prize 
for Progress in Religion and Nobel Peace Prize. 

In addition to being the subject of many books in-
cluding Dharma and Development, by Joanna Macy and 
the recently published Buddhism at Work, by Northwest-
ern University Professor George Bond, Dr. Ariyaratne is 
author of Buddhist Economics, Bhava Thanha, a two-
volume autobiography and seven volumes of Collected 
Works. 

Wednesday, October 24, 2007, 7:00 PM 
 
9/11: Blueprint for Truth:  
The Architecture of Destruction  
A Presentation by Richard Gage, AIA 
 
Richard Gage, AIA is the 
founding member of 
911Truth.org. Richard has 
been a practicing architect 
for 20 years and has worked 
on most types of building 
construction including nu-
merous fire-proofed steel-
framed buildings. He became interested in the 9/11 WTC 
high-rise “collapses” after hearing the startling conclu-
sions of a reluctant 9/11 researcher, David Ray Griffin, on 
the radio in 2006, which launched his own unyielding 
quest for 9/11 Truth. Richard will present a slide show 
which provides evidence that the three World Trade Cen-
ter buildings were felled by controlled demolition. The 
pieces of evidence include expert corroboration, fore-
knowledge of collapse, whistle blowers, government 
documentation and video documentation. When Richard 
gave this presentation at the Grand Lake Theater on Sep-
tember 11, 2007, he was given a standing ovation by the 
overflow crowd.  
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Important Note to Donors 
 

If you have an Individual 
Retirement Account (IRA), 
you must begin to take dis-
tributions from that account 
at age 70½.  Income taxes 
must be paid when this in-
come from the IRA is re-
ceived.  What some donors 

may not know is that in 2007 you may transfer distribution 
money from your IRA directly to qualified charities and 
avoid the tax obligation. The Mt. Diablo Peace & Justice 
Center is a qualified 501(c)(3)charity.  A gift may be 
given in 2007 to the Center directly from your IRA with-
out your having to pay taxes prior to the donation. 

If you wish to make such a tax-free gift, contact the 
holder of your IRA and tell them how much you wish to 
contribute (up to $100,000), give them the Center’s tax 
identification number:75-3177720 and give them the ad-
dress where the check should be sent.  You will be helping 
a worthy organization and promoting peace.  And by giv-
ing this donation directly from your IRA, you will be sav-
ing your taxes. 
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Member’s Corner  

Send your personal advertisement to 
peacecgazette@yahoo.com!! 

 

A haiku By Lyn Venable from Roland l to ponder: 
Not Eve, but Lillith 
With dark eternal beauty 
Haunts the souls of men. 

 
Feeling dispirited?  Get your blood racing by 
checking out  www.costofwar.com..  Watch those 
dial numbers flash by… 
 
Anyone interested in putting up banners over the 
freeways (24 and 680) please contact vwhea-
ton@comcast.net.  Also available is an action e-
lert with online advocacy opportunities and local 
event postings.  Confidential. 
 
My very excellent housekeeper needs more work!  
Contact Ginny is you are looking to hire someone 
to clean your house.    925-949-8787 
 
Some members have expressed an interest in a 
weekly Koffee Klatch for Peace.  Call 925-0933-
7850 and leave your name and number if you are 
interested. Also suggestions on where/when to 
meet are welcome.  
 
Give Peace a Dance committee now forming. Call 
Mary Alice at 925-933-7850. 
 
Like to play music?  Am looking to form a jam 
band to play blues and rock classics with the right 
folks.  Meet twice a month, for fun only.  I play 
keyboard and sing,  How 'bout you?  Email me at  
vwheaton@comcast.net. 
 

2008 Peace Calendar     $15 + $2 shipping 
 

This beautiful full-color 13-
month calendar features the 
art works of high school and 
middle school students who 
entered the Art and Writing 
Contest in the Spring of 
2006. 

 
 

Silver Peace Bracelet       $20 + shipping 
Inscribed with the word 
"Peace" in English, Arabic, 
Chinese, English, French, Ger-
man, Hebrew, Hindi, Spanish 
and Russian�  

We are fortunate to have a dedicated group of volunteers who 
provide out reach to the public at farmers’ markets and other venues 
on a regular basis.  These wonderful volunteers set up tables and in-
form the public by handing out Peace Center literature and talking 
with interested passers-by.  They also sell our beautiful t-shirts and 
silver peace bracelets.  They generally work once a month for three 
hours at a time at the markets in Wal-
nut Creek and Danville, as well as at 
our own forums and other venues.  
They have lots of fun, talking with 
old friends and the newly interested.   

So here is a giant thank you! to 
our regular tablers: George Anich, 
Randy Bupp, Bob Hanson, Lucy 
Henderson, Karen Taylor, Ann Van-
derpol and Stephen Zendt.  They are 
the best! 
Right: Here is George Anich, one of 
our wonderful tablers, flashing the 
peace sign at the MTDPJC table at 
the Walnut Creek Farmers’ Market. 
 
 

Please join IGive and Goodsearch!! 
Today the Peace Center received a check from IGIVE for $55.65 
from two members buying online. Please take the time to give us 
part of your purchases. It does not cost you any extra!!! 
�
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Now you can support the MtDPC with little more than the click of 
your mouse and at no cost to you!  Sound too good to be true?  Just 
listen up! 
 

iGive  is an online donation program like e-script which donates a 
percentage of each purchase from participating merchants to the 
nonprofit of you choice.  Many, many major companies are signed 
up, and some give fairly hefty percentages, so be picky about where 
you shop to maximize your contribution.  Just Google (or GOOD-
SEARCH--see below) iGive  to learn more.  They have an auto-
matic shopping window you can sign up for to inform you when you 
are using a member company.  You can also search through their 
site by product or company.  Couldn't be easier, and wouldn't you 
rather give the Peace Center that 4% instead of Target? 
 

While you're at it, google 'GOODSEARCH',  a search engine run 
through Yahoo.  When you sign up, one cent automatically goes to 
the charity of your choice for each search you run through GOOD-
SEARCH.  You can even set up with a toolbar, so access is easy.  If 
enough people use it, could mean some real change to support 
peace!   
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By Beth Jersey, Tabling Captain 
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Grandparents for Peace 
2nd Monday, 10:00—12:00 Noon 
Del Valle Club House, Rossmoor  
 
Lafayette Square Peace Vigil 
Thursdays, 5:00 to 6:00 PM 
Corner Mt. Diablo Blvd. & 
Moraga Rd, Lafayette Email 
kathyrklein@hotmail.com 
 

Peace Vigil,  Rossmoor 
Fridays 3:30 to 4:30 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Signs and Cheers provided. 
Corner of Tice Valley Road  
& Rossmoor Parkway,  
Call Bob Hanson, 944-3366. 
 
Peace Center Tabling 
Contra Costa Farmers' Markets 
Weekends,  9:30-12:00 – 2-hour 
shifts. Also at special events. 
Volunteers needed. 
 
Youth & The Military  
Task Force Meeting 
1st Tuesday - 7:00 PM 
Peace Center Office 
All are welcome! 
 

Department of Peace 
Task Force Meeting 
3rd Monday - 7:00 PM 
Peace Center Office 
All are welcome! 
 

Newsletter Committee 
Send submissions to 
peacegazette@yahoo.com 

�
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Thursday, October 18 —7:00 PM 
Ongoing Group on Alternatives to 
Violence in the Sequoia Room 
 
Tuesday, October 23—6:00 to 9:00   
 

Potluck and Talk with Dr. Ariyaratne , 
founder of the Sarodaya Movement and winner 
of the Gandhi Peace Award, who led the 
largest meditation in history, over a million 
people meditated all day long, all dress in 
white.  This was the deciding factor that 
produced a truce in the bloodiest and longest of 
the present civil wars, the one in his island 
country of Sri Lanka . 
 
Wed, October 24, 2007 at 7:00 PM 
 
9/11: Blueprint for Truth:  
The Architecture of Destruction  
A Presentation by Richard Gage, AIA 
Richard will present a slide show which 
provides evidence that the three World Trade 
Center buildings fell due to controlled 
 demolition.  
 
Saturday, October 27, 2007 
End the War Now March  
 in San Francisco 

From 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
 
Meet at WC BART at 9:30 AM to march with 
the Peace Center. 
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

Congressional Contact  
Information  

 
Senator Barbara Boxer 

112 Hart Senate Office Building  
Washington DC 20510 

(202) 224-3553 (Washington) 
(415) 403-0100 (Local) 

 
Senator Dianne Feinstein  

331 Hart Senate Office Building  
Washington DD 20510 

(202) 224-3841 Washington) 
(415) 393-0707 (Local) 

 
Representative George Miller  

2205 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515 

(202) 225-2095  
 

1333 Willow Pass Road, Suite 203 
Concord, CA 94520 

(925) 602-1880 
 

Representative Ellen Tauscher 
1034 Longworth HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 

(202) 225-1880 
 

2121 N. California Blvd, Ste. 555 
Walnut Creek, CA  

(925) 932-8899  
 

Representative Jerry McNerney 
312 Cannon House Office Bldg. 

Washington, DC 20515 
(202) 225-1947 

 

5776 Stoneridge Mall #175 
Pleasanton, CA 94588 

(925) 737-0727 
 

http://mcnerney.house.gov/ 

 

Free Postcard  
inside this issue!! 


