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Tell Obama/Congress
Get Out of Irag/Afgh/Pak NOW!!

Now that Osania baden has been
reported killed, thinking people want to knot¥vhy can’t we
bring the troops home, quit throwing trillies of dollars into an ob-
scenely bloated defense budget, and start takiagecof American citizens
again?” Let's start building solar panels and hyiar cars instead! Thank-
fully, some Congressmembers like our own Rep. Gaeadh (recently bac
from a trip to Afghanistan) are staimd) tall for peace!

Be sure to thank them

JOIN THE CALL FOR PEACE:
Call Pres. Obama at 202-456-1111
THANK Rep. Garamendi at 202-225-1880

14th

Annual

Art and

Writing

Challenge

Check out the
A&W centerfold

on pages 4-5! 2012 Calendar Selection by Annie Klotz, Pleasant HiMS




MtDPJC Board Debates Libya Question

When is War justified? When an aggressor attacks a smaller, geaaefu
tion? When a dictator tortures and disappears it critics2znvdhe ethnic group
begins ‘cleansing’ as a way of cementing its right to shareiioty? When a
country harbors terrorists who work abroad to destabilizeeperd enemies?
When a madman’s planned genocide send millions to death camipsfisWar
justified? This question has been much on the mind @MIDPJC Board of
! Directors these last months as we ponder the situatiomyaland an appropriate
response.

In this particular case, our mandate to take a principled, urgfatte when
! US military personnel are ordered into a war zone has beent¢dwaBoard dis-
cussions of the Libyan situation quickly revealed as many sviasvthere are
spellings for Kaddafi: On one side, those who suppast dction as a UN-
sanctioned humanitarian effort to prevent an impending blobdbvat strengthen
the ties with the Arab world; on the other side, those sgpdo intervention, ei-
ther as pacifists (who cannot morally support any who hawetegsto violence
to gain their ends) or political realists/cynics (who belithis an imperialistic
adventure to exchange access to Libyan oil for the E.U.’s supipitie  Dollar as
the global currency). Two of our opinion columnists haleh up this debate
below, and here’s your chance to contribute to the discusdhmace Gazette
readers and Peace Center members are encouraged to send in léttgmimit
views regarding the civil war in Libya and the NATO bombials.

Let us know whatyou think ateditorpg@gmail.com

EDITOR’S NOTES

It has been a busy Spring Revolution worldwide. Even Gams rising up in
protest. Peace Gazettsends its hopes for a speedy recovery to the areas recentl
stuck by tornado, flood, and quake and offers sincere condolentiesse who have
lost loved ones. Membership: support your favorite emergency aid groups!
That said, here’s twGazetteopinion writers on US involvement in Libya.

Alas, Libya Not Libya, Too!
By Bob Maxwell By Virginia Wheaton
As unhappy as many of us are gt The UN-mandated, NATO-run
seeing the United States getting involved bombing of Gaddafi holdings in Libya
in yet another international conflict| has been popular topic of debate around
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there are important differences abot
how we got involved in this one. Thig
time the U.S._reallyis acting in accor-
dance with a UN Security Council Reso|
lution—one that long-time critics of U.S.
military action, could have vetoed bu
didn’t. Plus, although Libya is an Mus-
lim country, this time the Arab Leagug
itself called for the U.S. and its allies td
take the exact action it did. The ven
dissidents we claim we are doing thi
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The views expressed herein are the nation by their own government, pleade

opinions of the writers and do nqt for this very action (unlike the Iraqi we

necessarily speak for all members claimed to be ‘liberating’) and have fre{

of the Mt. Diablo Peace and Justide quently expressed dissatisfaction that w

Center haven't acted more_forcefullpn their
behalf.
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(Alas, Libya continued on pagﬁ)

the Peace Center. Indeed, many pro-
gressive voices have praised the action
as averting a potential ‘genocide’. Al-

though no sane person would ever want
another Somalia or Serbia, still many

alarm bells go off when considering our

involvement in Libya.

**Erom the outset, the Libyan upris-
ing has been a civil revolt. No rival
Muslim sects vie here for power; nor is
there a push for ‘ethnic cleansing’. So
by definition there can be no gemide
per se in this case. Whatever peaceful
protests initiated the conflict have since
degenerated into armed insurrection,
and when people move from non-
violent protest to violent revolt, they
willingly put their own lives on the line.

(Not Libya continued on pag®)
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(Alas, Libya continued from paga)

Furthermore, complaints that the Obama Administra-
tion took this action without consulting Congress fall a
little flat in light of the fact that a resolution callingrfa
“no-fly zone” and Gaddafi's exit from power passed the
Senate just weeks before the action was taken.

Claims that the U.S. and allies are acting hypocriti-
cally in this instance, though more to the point, aren’t very
convincing either. Obviously, even if international sup-
port for such an action coulte generated, neither NATO
nor the U.S. has the resources to act militarily on behalf of
demonstrators being repressed by evetglitarian regime
in the region. And it's hard to argue that, just because we
can’'t do_everythingve should do nothing

The suggestion that this is an ‘imperialist plot to guar-

dle East that it did not anticipate and was totally unpre-
pared for, the Obama Administration has allowed itself to
get sucked in, more and more, into a Libyan civil was that
is, increasingly, tribal in nature. Like the struggles for

freedom in neighboring Tunisia and Egypt, the unrest in
Libya began with peaceful protest. But, faced with the
violent reaction of the regime, peaceful protest degener-
ated, quickly, into armed insurrection—only to discover

that the air force (staffed, as it was, by members of Gad-
dafi's own tribe) was on the other side, along with the

tanks and artillery.

Under these conditions, pressures for “mission creep”
are becoming almost irresistible. Already, the U.S. and its
allies have expanded the operation far beyond the original
UN mandate. The “no-fly” zone has become a “no drive”

antee access to Libyan oil, and/or to ensure the hegemony zone then been escalated to attacks on Gaddafi's personal
compound. And despite Obama’s assurances that “regime
change” is_nothe point of the military operation, pres-
sures to go down that road are becoming irresistible as
well— and we all know how well that's worked out for us

in the past!

of the U.S. dollar’ is hard to take seriously. The oit im
ported by the U.S. comes overwhelmingly from Canada,
Mexico, and Nigeria. It's mostly Europe that imports Lib-
yan oil and its access to that source was not in jeopardy
beforethis conflict. It's hard to believe that the rapid rise
in oil prices fueled by oil speculation occa-
sioned by this very conflict has improved
the position of the dollar in world currency
markets! i

deeply troubling at several levels. In i :
mad scramble to adapt American policyg

(Not Libya continued from pagg)

The US has no moral prerogative to protect
willing, armed combatants by the killing of
innocent civilians, even if the very grand-
children of Gaddafi.

**To suggest the USA doesn’t use Libyan oil so our
motives must be pure here, neglects both the intricate web
of economic relations with Europe which guides our for-
eign policy, as well as basic geography. Except for a
pesky little body of water, Libya practically bordera
Europe, so naturally the European Union has come to feel
Libya’s oil is their oil. In simplistic terms, since thS
backs Europe’s right to secure this future energy source,
Europe in turn will back the US dollar as the global cur
rency against the up-and-coming Chinese yen. (For more,
see Project Censoredvw.projectcensored.org)

**The Arab Union has asked for the US to intervene--
in Africa?! Yes, North African nations are largely Mus-
lim, but they are wholly African, so why does what the
Arab Union wants even matter here at all? Why doesn’t
the Arab Union seek resolution of the real Arab uprisings
on its doorstep, like that in Yemen where peaceful protes-
tors are being brutally repressed? Besides, how many
members of the Arab Union can truly be considered de-
mocratic? Clearly, calls for democracy suit much better

What position should the Peace Cen-
ter take in all this? Since Libya is now
in the midst of a civil war, we should
) take the same position we would take to
B8 any other war—a negotiated settlement
that will stop the killing and gain for the
Libyan people as much respect for their
human rights as is possible under the
i circumstances.

W when not too close for comfort but a
@9 whole continent away.

**Even though the War Powers Act is
practically meaningless these days, it is
still quite troubhng that the latest appropriations palssed
by the Senate had a provision tacked on that allows the
President to declare war, all official-like and with little com-
ment.

**Economic boycott and even blockade have been tradi-
tional preliminary steps in attempts to avert warfare. Lately,
we seem to be ignoring the niceties in favor of jumpingtrigh
in, guns blaring. Cowboy mentality still rules, eveough
terrorists are like hydra and sprout new heads from every
one removed Now, OBL has become a martyr.

**Right on time, the bombing of Libya as a headline news
item gave way to the assassination of Osama bin Laden,
which relegated Libya to the back page, done deal, old news
-- even though unsuccessful, even though we have Kkilled
over 700 Libyan innocents.

**FEinally, let's remember morality. Over 6100 US mili
tary dead, hundreds of thousand of civilians slain, uranium-
depleted leavings causing untold future misery here and
abroad, US veterans catastrophically maimed and PSTD-ed,
all the environmental and psychological damage of war in-
flicted on innocent populations— nothing about these- mili
tary incursions is morally defensible.




The Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice Center Proudly sents Its

See August-June issue for more awardees from tldang challenge.
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The guestion posed this year to local high schoohd middle school students asked them to consider
nonviolent responses to bullying. See this yearginners on p6.

Often we create divisions between ourselves and etts because of race, religion, politics, sex-
ual orientation or even minor things such as dreser mannerisms. Have you or someone you
know ever been subject to verbal abuse or bullyings a result of these or any other differ-
ences? How did you/they handle the situation? Whatteps can we take to create an atmos-
phere of tolerance and acceptance of all people?"




An End

By Rachel Oshay, Dorris-Eaton School,

Throughout history, people have been brutally judgad
verbally abused for being different. First, thevgen the
Holocaust and later on, the African Americans as/es.
Even today, gays and lesbhians are bullied andskadaon a
daily basis. Almost every person in the world hasis sort
of connection to discrimination and this is mine.

Since | was a very young child, |

1st Place vher, Middle School Essay

ting these abusive pre-teens scramble my emotionglys be-
cause | was too cowardly to stand up to them. AdoMay of
that year, a group of them were calling me a toueawl | de-
cided to put an end to it right then and theremipdy stood my
ground and stated that their opinions were irrgiexand that |
was proud to be Jewish. Standing up for myselfdelamazing
that | planned to every time anyone tried to temse Eventu-

was always larger than all of my femalé
classmates. Never quite confident wit
my appearance, all of the teasing
brought me severe trauma. It took m
until the end of sixth grade to realizq
that | shouldn’t care what others think
about me, and only care about how
feel. A

worse.

Constant abuse from a fellow stu
dent had brought me to a point of suc
low self-esteem that over that summer
between sixth and seventh grade, | suffered froneating
disorder. Not a horrible case, but a mild form abiexia.
All summer the only thing | could think was that my
“friends” had nothing to tease me about anymoré,shdly,
that wasn't the case. At the start of seventh gréue new
phenomenon was “pick on Rachel because she hgslaWbi
ish nose.”

While this verbal torture continued throughthe year, |
realized that | had to take control of my life agdiwas let-

ally, the teasing stopped due to the fact that
antagonists are fueled by reaction and | no
longer responded to their childish actions.

From that ordeal, | learned that the best
way to stand up to a bully is to confront
them. Hold your ground and call them out
on every wrong doing they have done. Not
only is this an amazing way to gain confi-
dence, but standing up to a bully could save
someone’s life. Friends of gays, leshians,
bisexuals, and transgenders have to protect
their friends from bullies who threaten to
kill them, as Kurt's friends did for him to
Kerowsky on Glee.

Honestly, | know that bullying and abuse v an ongoing
problem, but more than anything. | feel that thg k& coexis-
tence is tolerance. Learning more about your abaffer the
teasing has subsided helps lead to forgiveness: thigeeighth
grade year, | have become great friends with thg Wwho
caused me great mental trauma in sixth grade dral¢ com-
pletely forgiven him. Not only is no one perfectjtteveryday
people call out others’ flaws. | know it won't hagpin my life-
time, but | would like bullying to come to a stame confronta-

tion at a time.
The a selected st ts rrently 1e& Concord Lilyrantil June
and will m to the Pleasant Hill Main Library fohe mont uly

High school winners received $100, $15Q1 $250 awardsand middle
school winners receive $50-$75. The awards were presentatiratea hon-

oring the winners, their familieand teachers at the Mt. Diablo Unitaria

Universalist Church, 55 Eckley Lane, Walnut Creek on Satuiday 14th.
The winners of the high schomit category are Melanie Jinon of Salesia
High School in Richmond, Jordan Vadnais of Acalanes Higlo&dh Wal-

nut Creek,and Amy Prindle of Las Lomas High School in Walnut Cree

The essay awardees are Alexis Cohn of San Ramon Valley High Sc
Vanessa Siliezar of Independence High School in Brentwaiod,Truman
Cheung of Middle College in San Pablo. Top honors in creatiiting went
to Savannah Ridgley of Mt. Diablo High School in Concokthdsay
Galbraith of Independence High School in Brentwoa siblings Jenni-
fer andBenjamin Ezeokoli, both of Middle College in San Pablo.

The middle school awards art went to Angela Petriceand Jonathan
Paredes of Walnut Creek Intermediate, Stephanie Sukovich of \X4bey
Middle School in Richmond, Shaina Leed Penelope Watson of Pleasal
Hill Middle School. The winning middle school essayisterev Rachel
OshayandRyan Jiang, both from Dorris-Eaton School in Walnut Creek
The Mt. Diablo Peacand Justice Center would like to thank teorge
Miller Youth Fund, Mountain Camp, Ludell Deutscher, Sidatc., Ta-
gueria El Balazo, Ravioli's Italian Market Place, WholeoBHs Market Wal-
nut CreekandCostco

MS Awardee Shaina Lee
Pleasant Hill Middle School



PEACE CENTER EVENTS

All events are at 55 Eckley Lane unless otherwiseified.

The 1st Annual Run for World Peace

By Bob Hanson, Coordinator

Over 40 runners and walkers took part in the first ever
Peace Center "TAKE A RUN FOR PEACE" on May 21. The
participants enjoyed cool, sunny weather and beautiful
views. While it didn't make much money for the center be-
cause of the high expenses of permits and insurance, it did
give us the experience to run a more financially successful
event in future years. Someone pointed out that the Bay To
Breakers run only had 35 runners the first year.

The over-all winner was Holland Smith of Lafayette who
completed the five mile run in 32 minutes and 44 sec-
onds. He received a stay at the Walnut Creek Marriott for his
effort. Coming in second over-all and winner of the 36-50
age division was Carl Kadlic, also of Lafayette. The first
woman finisher was Diane Batchelor 47, also of Lafay-
ette. She was closely followed by 44 year old Gina Walker
of Antioch. Guy Stark, who was chair of the Peace Center in
the late '90s won the men's over 50 division, while peace ac-
tivist Michael Kerr came in second. Holly Starr of Walnut
Creek was the women's over 50 winner.

Thanks are due to our many sponsors: W.C. Marriott,
Beach Blanket Babylon, Chow's, ElI Charro, Athletic Out-
post, Ann Taylor's, Mountain Camp and most of all...
board member Karl Dobrinich's SECURITY, ETC. Thanks
are also due to the C.B. radio club which provided communi-
cations during the event and to all of the volunteers who
came forward to make the event successful

Pictures will posted at www.mtdpc.grglong with
Chair Carole Travis’ “Bridge Speech”, and the inspiring
talk Tom Mahon gave at our last Peace Potluck.

Jonathan Paredes
Middle School Winner, WC Intermediate

Summer Peace Picnic

Please save the date of Aug. 6
(Saturday). | have reserved the upper
picnic area at Larkey Park for our an-

nual picnic. More information later.

Commemoration of Hiroshima Day

With Tri-Valley CARES
Saturday, August 6, time thd
Lawrence Livermore Labs,
Vasco Rd. & Patterson Pass
Speakers, music, prayers.
More detalils later.




Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice Cente

Participation Form
Now more than ever we need YOU! Help h
ness the momentum for change and keep that
pendulum swinging towards change that brings ré

solutions to the world’s problems today— Peace an

Justice for all!
Please call me about volunteering at MtDPJG

Please add me to the mailing lists:
for weekly on-line Peace Activist Alert
for the monthlyPeace Gazette
for the monthlyPeace Gazettby email

| would prefer to pledge monthly *

_____quarterly
$ 10 - $ 45 per month
$ 600 yearly
$1200 yearly
$2000 yearly

*Contact the office at 925-9933-7850 for the eade
monthly auto-deductions!

Pledger
Peace Steward
Founder

Visionary

New Member Renewal

Enclosed is myax-deductible gift to:
Mt. Diablo Peace & Justice Center or MTDPC

$40__ $60__ $100__ $500__ $1000__ 1

Name

Support the Peace Center!!
At no cost to you!

T It's true, we've said it before, and we’ll probably say
it again. If you shop on line or do much Googlirgign
oldp for GoodSearch/GoodShop and Igive/lshop We
hglautomatically get money when you do this, so it's like a
p into the corporate profit margin for this little nowijtr
at should be very politically correct among our crowd.
Yet, no one seems to be taking the tirteesign up, even
though it's been three years now we’ve been giving you
this information. Such a crucial time and so many great
causes and peace candidates to support... no surprise
monetary support of non-profits has fallen lately. But
understanding whyloes not pay the bills, get permits for
marches and rallies, print this outstanding publication you
are now holding in your hand, etc... you know the score.
Here’s a way to invest five minutes of time and send
us a monthly urge A lot of little bits adds up! Now, go
to these sites right this minute, so you don't fordedt’s
put a smile on Mary Alice’s face next month when the
checks start rolling in. Thanks!

BEQUEATH PEACE!
Leave the gift of peace for
future generations by remem-

bering the Mt Diablo Peace and
Justice Center inyour will.
Many thanks.

IT'S SO EASY!

Help us raise money for the Peace Center as you
do your weekly shopping. Every time you go to
Lucky, Smart Foods, FoodMaxx, or SaveMart

give the SHARES cardto the cashiebefore you pay
and3% of your purchase dollars will come to the Peace
Center to support our programs.clists you nothing
and will help the world get a little closer to peace and
justice. Please call Mary Alice 933-7850 or Jack How-
ell 932-1383, and let ‘em know where to send yioee
cards. Pass them outo friends, family, and neighbors.

S

p

Mailing Address

You can also send a self-addressed envelope to MDPJC,
55 Eckley Lane, Walnut Creek, CA 9459fdicate

how many free cards to send Many thanks to Jack

Telephone

E-mail

Mail to 55 Eckley Lane, Walnut Creek, CA, 9459

“Together, Peace is possible!”
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JOIN THE CALL FOR PEACE: 776 Stoneridge Mall #
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