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Another year, another chance to make thig
the year Peace achieves critical mass world
wide! This month, the Peace Gazette asks ev{

of Mindfulness and so “wake up to the war
inside...to begin to bring an end to fighting
by healing” ourselves. Because we are all
interconnected, we share the suffering world-
wide, even in our secure and safe homes here

ryone who can to read and pass _on At Hell'g
Gate by Claude Anshin Thomas. This brief but
compelling memoir follows his transformation

from abused child and copter gunner in Vietna
to mendicant monk walking worldwide for

peace and non-violence. Because lasting Peal
can only come through widespread persone
transformation, we must use our anger as a Be

L
Soldier's
Journey
from War
o Peace

in the Bay Area. As Anshin Thomas says,
“If | realize the teaching of interconnected-
ness, then | can come to a place of under-
standing, a place beyond the intellect, a place
where | am not separate from anything. And
here | will discover that | have an impact,
that my actions have an impact on the whole

Glande
Anshin
Thomas

world.”

Is Non-Violence Capable of Shifting the Paradigm of

Violence?
By Megan Zoe Colvard

Many of us who find ourselves “searching MOst potent weapon available to oppress

| I

change. As a student of Peace and Confljdtetters to Editor 2
Studies at UC Berkeley, | soon came tp
understand that nonviolence is far morge
than a social philosophy: It is a radically
inclusive and interconnected vision of life
a philosophy of both individual and socie
tal transformation.

In his autobiography, a young Martin wtengégsses Bear s
Luther King admits that before traveling tqg
India and observing the life work of Ma-
hatma Gandhi, he thought the problem qfchairman’s Chat 7
segregation could only be solved by armegd
revolt and that the Christian ethic of lovq
could only transform individual relation-
ships, not social ones. According to King
“Gandhi was one of the first people in hig
tory to lift the love ethic of Jesus abov1i
mere interaction between individuals to
powerful and effective social force on 4
large scale... | left India more convinceq

than ever that nonviolent resistance was tte
al

Localize Peace 3

Peace Center News 7

Calendar 8

for a nonviolent future” know in our hearts that People in their struggle for freedom...The
nonviolence is the only answer but have trouble Way of violence only leads to bitterness in

articulating how this heart-felt notion of univer-

sal brotherhood can penetrate the realm of social

the survivors and brutality in the
(Continued on page 4)
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Please submit letters to the Peace Center Offiomlare atpeacegazette @yahoo.com

Dear Editor of the Peace Gazette,

As a long-time subscriber and supporter of the Peace Center, tonaomn-
mend you for publishing the excellent article by Joan Friedman on “Caogpir
Theories or Justifiable Questions?”. | was excited to heatttbdeace Center
# # had an event with Richard Gage of Architects and Engineer@/far Truth,
and | am sorry that | wasn’t able to attend. | was thergile@sed to read Ms

# ! Friedman’s summary of the event and the key issues raisede iEh& ques-
%a $ tion in my mind that US officials have engaged in a major capeof the facts
of 9/11, which leads to disturbing conclusions that we need to face if we're ever
to heal from our war-mongering madness. Keep up your great work!
0 & " -& Marilyn Langlois
Richmond, CA
$.% /

Editor's note: We would appreciate any comments from the other sid
of this controversy.
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., 8 o 8 The following message of hopes comes from a holiday newsletter lyyalidl
_ . A’>4" 8 Stephen Sestanovich, long-time elders of the MtDPJC. Many thanks amel all t
= i I
> g %'y . " best in 2008, Molly and Stephen!

%1 "5 < " . . .

"z 5 Dear Relatives and Friends of the Mt Diablo Peaeeté€r,

4 156 - $ It is that season again, when we renew our homage to life, lilaedythe

pursuit of happiness, and sing dreamy odes to peace, to joy, and to brotherhood.
But there is no peace, and joy and brotherhood are absent from fdersaof

7@3= 115 37156 our national government. Our president, who is increasingly abandoned by his

< own party, and despised abroad, will soon be termed out. Regime change will
1358215<6 3 % have come full circle, in our own country, in the coming year.
g o g We call upon all the wise oracles and the blessing of heaven tafelp
A" % choose a successor president who will steer our ship of stateew direction:
At home, to put our own house in order, to govern justly, and to juddg fair
$487<456 7 @ Abroad, to make us again the exemplar nation that our founding parerésicrea
us to be, to forsake forever the urge to war, and to support thesdaygpeace
48 & that our nations helped to install—The United Nations, the World Court, and
B% the World Health Organization.
We know how to do this. We are good at doing this. We are not clumsy
47 4 4345 4& & &6 strangers to being the good guys. We have welcomed the tired, thehgoor, t
B tempest-tossed to our shores, and they prospered. We built collegessiuni
ties, and research institutes that train seekers of truth fvamyvehere. We
47 4 4345 $48< 46 erected churches, temples, and mosques where communicants worship side-b
side, in peace and security. We established the Marshall Plamethatl desti-
tute nations get back on their feet. We have been called upon to (= bane
The views expressed herein are the kers in conflicts at countless locations. Destiny now summons usit@gain,
opinions of the writers and do not and to do it better.
necessarily speak for all members of thle In short, with a new President to lead us, our national purposdéevitd
Mt Diablo Peace and Justice Center become again an exemplar nation that is as good as it preaches.

SHOLEM ALEICHEM andDONA NOBIS PACEM

Molly and Stephen Sestadbvi




things in everyone’s life: Food, water, energy, clothing, shel-

Localize Peace ter, our children’s health, and a sustainable ecosystem for all?

By Natylie Baldwin Sounds like something those pesky conservatives might even
get behind.

“Want to be a good global citizen? Start by being a good The rise of farmers markets and CSA’'s (Community

local one.” -Bay Localize Supported Agriculture) are indicators that great strides are

being made toward localizing food consumption. Loca-
The recent phenomena of localization, vores.com has been established as a resource to assist peop
whether it's in the form of “Buy Local” in the Bay Area who are looking to eat within a 100-mile
campaigns, the 100-mile diet, or any num-radius. Berkeley, Oakland, and Emeryville are taking advan-

ber of other similar projects, is an idea tage of a state Commu-
born out of the most elegant and ancienthity Choice law that
wisdom of how to organize human life Would enable them to
peacefully, equitably, and in balance with have local control over
nature. The peaceful and sustainable inthe energy sources that
digenous tribes of North America didn't fuel their communities,
import basic essentials from half a world away. Plus, did yoWith an eye toward a
know that strengthening self-sufficient local economies waghore ambitious propor-
one of the four pillars of Gandhi’s program for peace, freefion of renewables con-
dom, independence, and ecological sustainability? stituting that energy.

Localizationis the process of turning toward the local for The Diablo Post Car-
fulfilment of as many basic needs as possible. The emphadi®n Group is exploring
is on economics of a smaller scale that would break peoplet§e same possibility for
dependence upon ecologically unsound and inhumane praeontra Costa County.
tices. It reflects a combination of the solutions offered by both ~ Local manufacturing of basic goods may take some
the anti-corporate/global justice and environmental movemore work but a report published jointly by Bay Localize,
ments. This practice incorporates an idea embraced by an inedefine Progress and International Forum on Globalization
ternational consensus of global justice activists caildzsidi- ~ details how there is much untapped potential for reviving
arity: Economic and political decision-making (as long as it igocal manufacturing in the Bay Area. Recreating good manu-
consistent with international human rights standards) shoul@cturing jobs, especially in the burgeoning green economy,
come from the local Community as much as possib|e Sinc@at ardoca”y owned and controllediould do wonders for a
those are the people who would be most affected by such degtogram of economic justice that could not be shipped over-
sions. seas.

How does buymg local connect to Peace and Justice? We’'ve heard all about how multinational Corporations
Profoundly, that's how. War and environmental degradatiod’® anathema to democracy and cause mostly trouble and
are the hallmarks of the current system which is built on cordrief with their lack of accountability or loyalty to people and
porate capitalism (colonialism and imperialism are interPlace. Wouldn't it be great if we didn't even need them?
changeable terms here depending on the era). Pollution, exc&tow about if we just supplant those oil companies (among
sive resource extraction, and killing for control of limited re-others) and tell them to shove off?
sources-- all so common these past two hundred Industrial Does all of this emphasis on the local mean that we
years-- would likely be greatly curtailed if people had to exwwould have to become provincial and cease to communicate
perience the consequences of their consumption. As it is, tho¥éth the outside world? No. We would still have the internet,
in the over-priviledged world continue to entertain the illusioncultural exchanges, and joint projects to share knowledge and
of limitlessness because those consequences are sufferedvigdom to enable all communities to be resilient and self-
someone else-- an “Other”-- in a far off land. In short, embracsufficient. We would not even necessarily cease to have
ing sudsidiarity would force us to live within our global trade; it would simply be trade of surplus goods with fair
means. terms.

_ An emphgsis on the local would have the ancillary beneResources for further information:

fits of deepening a sense of community and culture rooted in

place, of more effective utilization of each community mem- . :
ber’'s talent, and of promoting a feeling of usefulness and paP—ay Localizeat www.baylocalize.org

ticipation in a positive human society. Peace and justice actif2réen Collar Jobs and the Green Economy at

ists that | have known over the years love to wax eloquerdWW.ellabakercenter.org

about establishing community. What better way to actuallfcommunity Choice Aggregationat

achieve community for a change than to form meaningful rela¥ww.communitychoiceenergy.org

tionships with our neighbors regarding the most substantiddiablo Post Carbon Group emailnatyliesb@gmail.com




(Nonviolence and the Paradigm Shift from page 1) ) ) o
is no longer simply assumed, but now based on the individ-

, . yal’'s maximizing potential. This capitalist system of reward
destroyers, but the way of nonviolence leads to redemption ; . X

. T and punishment is carried home from the workplace and ab-
and the creation of the beloved community.

. . sorbed into the consciousness of children who, at a very early
The Beloved CommunityThe notion of a age, learn this detrimental practice of exchange: one’s own
loving human community is central to the ge, P ge:

theorv and practice of nonviolence. for it is giving is predicated upon the expectation of receiving. This
the f?luit ofphuman connection When a cultural emphasis on transactional relationships undermines

human being fully acknowledges our in- many facets of healthy human life, including our _self-esteem_,
s . . . our inherent connection to one another, and our inherent abil-
trinsic connection, the desire to harm dis-

solves. In the words of a Gandhian scholar ity to experience non-transactional mutual benefit.
EknatH Easwaran, “when you discover’ The New Paradigm For peace-seekers, it has become

. . increasingly clear that our current paradigm, rooted in the
your real nature, you discover simultane-

instability of fundamental alienation, isolation, fear, and vio-
ously that you and others are one. In harm'Ience is no longer reliable nor sustainable. A new paradigm
ing them, you are actually harming your- ’ 9 ’ P 9

s . . . must emerge. We need “a new bottom line”, or paradigm
self; in being kind to them, you are being _, .- . . . . . 2o )
. o . shift, in American society. In this paradigm shift, “the maxi-
kind to yourself. All of life is your family L .
o mization of money and power would be transformed into a
now, and though you express it in different maximization of mutual understanding and compassion
ways with different people, you feel to- 9 P '

where we regain understanding of our own intrinsic value,
wards each person as a mother does to; . )

R ; therefore enhancing our capacity to respond to other human
wards her child”. King’'s famous line

“injustice anywhere is a threat to justice beings as meodlments of something sacred.._ These changes
o would be, in essence, the outcome of a spiritual revolution
everywhere” is born from the understand-

) o that is based on nonviolence action.
ing that the human community is none | am confident that affecting a new paradigm, rooted in
other than a family, and a true family un- 9 P gm,

derstands quite well that suffering to one iSnonvio_lence, is one of the only ways to revgal the unexp_osed
suffering to all, potential of mankmd, one that _woul_d reunite human beings
Often times | worry that we live in a soci- throug_h the rediscovery of the|r_un|ty_. This new futu_re, or
ety that seems to have forgotten its inheren aradigm, would work to leave isolation behind, as it em-

. . races a future of realized interconnectedness, solidarity, and
interconnectedness and the reality of the beloved human _~ " ; .

. . . most importantly, nonviolence. As we work to define a new
community. When we loose sight of our essential role

within the fabric of the humanity, we feel isolated and Carparadlgm, is must be understood that we are not trying to

. : . , . convince the world to suddenly embrace nonviolence, but
assign blame for our pain to ‘others.” Absorbed with the . e .

. . rather to shift the fundamental worldview into something that
self-created pain of separateness, it can become a struggle

P " . - : haturally and spontaneously expresses itself as such.
act peacefully. “To me,” nonviolent communication pioneer y P Y exp

. . X . Conceptualizing a spiritual revolution, or the onset of a
Marshall Rosenberg confirms, “the violence in the world ; o I~ L
! ; nonviolent culture, appears a bit idealistic to most. Yet it is
comes about when we get alienated or disconnected from ooportunity to consider that berhaps we have been operat
ourselves and others. But how do we get connected whélj! °PP Y ap bS A P
. ” ing under the cloak of a dominant paradigm focused on sepa-
we are educated to be disconnected?

The Current Paradiam Best selling author and spiritual ration for too long and that life outside of its confines, al-
g g P tpough assuredly challenging to depict, would certainly be a

progressive Rabbi Michael Lerner has dedicated much (?llberating reality. According to Michael Nagler, this is the

his recent scholarship to the deconstruction of our curren D o L
very definition of a cultural crisis in transition: “culturalcev

paradigm. He traces the pulse of our cultural disconnectio, ltion begins with a kind of paradigm shift in a distressing

back to the behaviors we have acquired in the modern-d r}ﬁase when the old paradigm is becoming obviously un-

workplace. “The majority of Americans’, Lerner argues, orkable, but the new one has not yet, at least for most peo-
“spend their lives unconsciously learning behaviors tha\.NI ' d he hori yI P di ph'ft
work to disconnect them from themselves and from others™. c: 3PP€are over the horizon to replace it. A paradigm shi

Within the average American workplace, “human value is!s special in that it involves a large element of faith-vief

based on one’s ability to maximize profit and power”. In>'on .

; ; While a nonviolent paradigm shift would indeed require
other words, through unconscious cultural programming, we large element of faith and of vision”, our society has been
have left behind essential human values of solidarity an 9 ' y

. . o lessed by the vision of nonviolent pioneers that have come
interconnectedness and are instead perpetuating “a cultutge

that has learned to understand the value of relationshi efore us. The spirit of both Martin Luther King and Ma-

%Satma Gandhi represent not just individual voices within the
within the context of maximizing advantage based on th . P o | o
. nonviolent revolution; their wisdom, organization, and coura-

control and domination of the ‘other’ ”. . : .
The inherent value of the individual, according to I_emergeous action serves as stepping-stones for our own evolution.




The Crosses Bear Withess membrances. | couldn’t help but think of the Viet Nam
By Michael King Memorial in Washington D.C. and the constant influx of

notes and special gifts that appear at the Memorial every
hour of every day. The Viet Nam Memorial is a very

(Please check out lafayettecrosses.blogspotfmomore ) X
special place, and the quiet and the reverence that sur-

information on The Crosses.)

It was a Sunday unlike any other Sunday that I've
ever experienced, an unusual day for me and certainly one
I'll remember for a long time. The things that happened
in just a few hours left a profound impression on me;
emotions were stirred and feelings conflicted. It's always
S0 interesting to see how things and events and people can
come together in a serendipitous manner, and in this case
serendipity resulted in a truly remarkable experience.

| put on a pair of old Levis and a shirt that had seen
much better days and headed to Lafayette to volunteer for
the work group that assembles and paints crosses for The
Crosses of Lafayette, an Irag War memorial. The memo-
rial is the brilliant inspiration of one man, Jeff Heaton, a
contractor who lives in Lafayette. Many volunteers from
Contra Costa, Alameda, and counties beyond have joined
him in support, as well as local peace and justice organi-
zations, like the MtDPJC. The mission of the Memorial is

rounds it befits the solemnity of the dead and echoes its
eternal messages. Many tears are shed at the Viet Nam

to plant one cross on the hillside for every American man Mémorial and tragedies are replayed as loved ones,

and woman killed in Irag, so people remember the pain- {[€nds, and comrades pay their respect. The Lafayette

fully high cost of this war and that our brave dead are not Mémorial also has that same special quality about it. It is

merely numbers but people who were part of our national & living testament to those who died. It lives because it

community. is updated continually and_ the memory of so many are
When | arrived at the Memorial | was struck first of KePt alive by those who visit and pay homage.

all by the large banner which announced that the United W& had work to do on this Sunday. On this particu-
States had so far lost 3,870 men and women in the Iraqlar day we were assembling crosses starting with number

war. My immediate impression was that we're getting 3,643. It's obvious that the assembly and placement of

painfully, perilously close to the 4,000 mark and that we Cr0SSes has along way to go to catch up with the number
can see no real end to the conflict in the foreseeable fu- Of America’s dead. The number 3,870 will continue to

ture. Lives will continue to be ruined in a war which 9row, and the job of adding crosses in remembrance will

should have never have been started. The next realizationcONtinue as long as the losses occur. The earlier crosses
caused me to take a deep breath and to shake my head i}{/'® made of wood but as the shouts of dissent from
wonder at the enormity of thousands of crosses spreading! 0S¢ 0PPosing the Memorial rose ever louder, concem
over the hillside. It's difficult for us to look at a number Was raised about fire danger to the neighborhood on the

like 3,870 and comprehend what that really means in hill above. As a compromise, the building_material was
terms of the numbers of people lost. The hillside of changed from wood to sheet metal. On this day the ma-

crosses, however, makes it graphically understanddble. terials had to be cut, fitted, screwed together, washed,
had been there on two previous occasions, but with far "umbered, and painted white.  Once the paint had dried,
fewer crosses then, the impact was less horrific. For me, ey were taken to the hillside and placed in the ground.
the impact now is one of sadness, loss, and frustration. | N€ CrOSSes are getting very crowded as the number of

(Editor's note: As of this publication, more than 4,000 dead Americans keeps increasing.

have been died in combat, while the post-deployment sui-  When | approached the work site, 1 met a young
cide rate is estimated a¢ per day) woman and man who were busy filming the Memorial.

The crosses reflect the diversity that is America: They were interested in the history of the Memorial and

Christian crosses; Stars of David: Islamic Crescents: Bud Videoed the crosses from many angles, plus the work
dhist Wheels of Dharma; pink crosses for the women: being done. In talking to the woman | learned that she is
crosses covered with reflective glass; thousands with & Student at New York University and she and her friend

American flags and some with prayer flags: others painted Were filming a documentary for a school project. She
bright colors; crosses adorned with dog tags, toys, and planned to use the finished product for the class assign-

stuffed animals; even some dedicated by loved ones to ment and to then enter it in fine arts competitions for

those lost, with names, pictures, poems, and personal re_documentarieg,. | encouraged her to find a way to get her
(Crosses continued on page 6)




creation on the internet because Finally, we had run out of materials and were in the
the more people who have ac- process of assembling the last several crosses and finishing
cess to the Memorial and to its up the painting when | heard the soulful sound of taps being
purpose and its history the more played somewhere behind me. | had chills run throughout
meaningful it becomes. The my body as | listened to the unmistakable mournful, echoing
more dispersed the message, the tune of the military’s salute to the end of the day. | turned
louder it becomes. | started to around and there was an older gentleman in the BART park-
work, and before long | found ing lot, standing next to his car, playing taps on his trumpet.
myself mechanically putting the It was a stirring moment. | stood still with an assembled
crosses together and not think- cross in one hand and a dripping paint brush in the other and
ing a whole lot about the signifi- marveled at what | was hearing. | reflected on the events of
cance of what | was doing. And the day and how meaningful it all had been and how much |

then | got it. Each cross that we put together, each cross thatas moved. | learned that the playing of taps is something

we numbered, each cross that we painted and put in théhat Jeff's father, Bob Heaton, does at the conclusion of

ground represented the life of one American who lost in theevery work day at the Memorial. For me, it was a perfect

Middle East war. Each cross was a representation that symend to my day’s work, and it reinforced the power of the

bolized a future lost, dreams destroyed, families torn apartMemorial.

with sorrow and loss. Each cross represented a home town I'll be at the Memorial for other work days but I'm not

which has been deprived of one of its own. Each cross borsure that | will ever have a day with as much meaning and

silent testimony to the fact that war is brutal and ugly andsoul-searching. Still, each day that | work will be my con-

takes loved ones away from their families in a most crueltribution of prayer and caring for those who have given eve-

and unnecessary manner. rything, and for their loved ones who have lost so much

As | was assembling the crosses, | sensed a presence

behind me, and | turned around to see a Marine in full dress

uniform. | was really taken aback to see him, and | wasn't

sure how | should react to his presence. Then | looked at his

eyes, and | knew that this young man was probably feeling a

deep sense of shock and disbelief at what he was seeing. |

introduced myself, thanked him for coming, and | asked him . .

if he had begn in the Middle East. He gtoId me, in a soft Videos for Peace—with Popcorn!

voice that | could hardly hear, that he hadn’t, but he was In the Valley of Elah

being sent to Iraq in April. He told me that his come back February 27, 2008 at 7:00 PM

home date would be October. Slowly and silently, he then

stepped forward and started his meandering walk among the  Tommy Lee Jones plays Hank

crosses, a walk of respect, reverence, and an apparantigeerfield, a retired military man in-

deep and searching introspection. . vestigating the mysterious disappear-

The Marine had arrived at the site with a young lady ance of his soldier son Mike, in this

who was waiting at the bottom of the hill while he was somber drama from director Paul

walking. | could see that she had tears in her eyes, so Haggis (CRASH). Charlize Theron

walked up to her and introduced myself. | thanked her foris the civilian homicide cop in the

coming to the Memorial and for coming with the Marine, small town near the base where Mike

still in deep contemplation on the hillside. Their visit to the recently returned from a term of

crosses was a lengthy one, and before they left | could segombat in Irag. Using a muted pal-

them embrace for a long time as they shared the momenétte of military browns and greens,

and no doubt the fear and anxiety of the young man beingHaggis shows the same sharp eye for

sent to war and his friend being left behind. It was a veryhumanistic detail that served him so well in CRASH, infus-

moving experience for me as | tried to imagine what hising desolate scenes of civilian life--sterile concrete bis;ac

thoughts must have been as he walked among the crosses.s|kazy strip clubs, homey but empty diners, drugs, fast food

wondered what role his visit to the Memorial might play in joints, and ghostly motels--with vivid detail. Performances

his views about the war and about his deployment. Al-gre all Oscar-worthy, especially Jones's craggy, weather-

though | felt as if | was intruding somewhat on their private peaten face hiding grief and anguish beneath a steely facade

moment, | was energized by the caring and concern thatnd Susan Sarandon bringing pain to the surface as the an-

they had for each other. Filled with sadness knowing theguished mother waiting at home. Theron portrays a strong

agonies that they would face together as the April deploy-and sure single mother who bravely faces, among other

ment date came ever nearer, the father in me wanted to gehallenges, harassment in the workplace. Join us for pop-

up T:jng hug both of them, obviously not something that Icorn and a feature-length film to enjoy with your friends.

could do.




CHAIRMAN'S CHAT

By Bob Hanson, Board Co-Chair

I hope that you had a chance to hear Scott Ritter when he spoke at our forum on JanuaryntiBtim truly inspiring. No
one in Washington listened to him back in 2002, when he spoke the truth that Iraq did not have weapedestimeas
tion. Now, all of us must do our part to convince Washington that Iran also is no threat to.thedsushately, it looks like the
C.ILA. has thrown some cold water on Bush's rush to war, but we need to keep up the pressare.for pe

I have been standing on the Rite Aid corner outside Rossmoor every Friday afterriberptst five years, when | have
been in town and it wasn't raining. Friends often ask me if | think it does any good. Someles!g th point?" To me, that's
like asking "Why bother to vote?"

One vote usually doesn't make a difference in a big election. The problemifietteayone felt that way, we wouldn't have
any democracy at all (imperfect as it is). Likewise, if everyone thely are doing something won't make a difference, wars
will continue. | can only hope that my example will encourage others to speak-out. As wleeace Movement, eventu-
ally enough people will demand peace that the war mongers will have to back down.

| think another reason | spend a lot of time working for peace is that during the VietnamigagHt our country was in
the wrong, but | didn't do much about it. | was raising a family, working to get tenure, andlidtihave the time or money
to do anything about the world situation. | no longer have any of these excusesdmngatverything | can to bring some san-
ity to this world we will be passing on to our grandchildren.

If you don't feel like standing on a street corner holding a sign, write a good letter tadine Egiou can't do that, write a
check to the Peace Center or one of dozens of great organizations working faradsktte

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

6
Suzanne Day February 9 in the Children’s Chapel

Suzanne began when we needed a Potluck, Committee Reports and our Speaker,
bookkeeper and her husband, Jeff
Day, told the Board, “Suzanne can
do that” Suzanne volunteered as the
Peace and Justice Center bookkeeper
for months until we created a part-
time bookkeeping job for her. All the
while, however, Suzanne was volun-
teering in a hundred other ways, as
co-leader of the Department of Peace
program, collecting money at events and pitching in wher-
ever she could help.
Now Suzanne is a hybrid—part volunteer and part staff. DeVone Boggan, Director
Last July the Board created a part-time position as Office
Manager-Bookkeeper for Suzanne. Now she still volunteers Richmond Office of Neighborhood Safety
many hours whenever it is necessary. She has taken on the j5in ys for lunch, peace center program updates, an
Volunteer Coordinator position and performs many adminis-  gpnortunity to sign up to help at the Peace March and
trative tasks as well. the opportunity to learn first hand what is happening in
What | love best about working with Suzanne is that she  Rjchmond to remedy the gun violence and other social

is grounded, analytical, willing to learn new things and she problems. DeVone Boggan currently serves as the Di-
has a good sense of humor. We have had callers comment rector of Neighborhood Safety for the City of Rich-

how wonderful it is to talk to Suzanne whose kindness comes ond, He has provided consultation to numerous mu-
across the phone lines. If you don't know her, stop in and  pjcipal governments and school districts, assisting in the
meet Suzanne and our other regular office volunteers—Joan creation of city-wide Violence Prevention Plans and
Friedman, Dennis Reichard, Marie Kahn, Jena Marana. We  |ntervention Strategies to address chronic youth vio-
are very grateful to have loyal, responsible and intelligent |ence in urban settings.

~olunicers fo Staffihc office




ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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US Postage
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Walnut Creek
CA 94596

Please take me off
your mailing list.

Grandparents for Peace
2" Monday, 10:00—12:00 Noon
Del Valle Club House, Rossmoor

Lafayette Square Peace Vigil
Thursdays, 5:00 to 6:00 PM
Corner Mt. Diablo Blvd. &
Moraga Rd, Lafayette Email
kathyrklein@hotmail.com

Peace Vigil, Rossmoor
Fridays 3:00 to 4:00 PM
Everyone Welcome!

Signs and Cheers provided.
Corner of Tice Valley Road
& Rossmoor Parkway,

Call Bob Hanson, 944-3366.

Peace Center Tabling

Contra Costa Farmers' Markets
Weekends, 9:30-12:00 — 2-hour
shifts. Also at special events.
Volunteers needed.

Youth & The Military
Task Force Meeting
1* Tuesday - 7:00 PM
Peace Center Office
All are welcome!

Department of Peace
Task Force Meeting
3rd Monday - 7:00 PM
Peace Center Office
All are welcome!

Newsletter Committee
Send submissions to
peacegazette@yahoo.com

Saturday, February 9, 2008
Membership meeting and Potluck
Children’s Chapel—our speaker is
Devone Boggan, Office of
Neighborhood Safety, Richmond

Interfaith Vigil at the

Crosses of Lafayette
Monday, February 18 at 5:00 PM
Bring electric candles, flashlights

Speakers and singers

Videos for Peace
Wednesday, February 27
7:00 PM in the Owl Room

“In the Valley of Elah” with Tommy
Lee Jones, Susan Sarandon and
Charlize Theron. See Page 6

March and Rally

11:00 AM Meet at Walnut Creek
BART and walk to Civic Park

12:00 PMRally at Civic Park,
Broadway and Civic Drives, WC

Congressional Contact
Information

Senator Barbara Boxer
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510
(202) 224-3553 (Washington)
(415) 403-0100 (Local)

Senator Dianne Feinstein
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington DD 20510
(202) 224-3841 Washington)
(415) 393-0707 (Local)

Representative George Miller
2205 Rayburn House Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-2095

1333 Willow Pass Road, Suite 20
Concord, CA 94520
(925) 602-1880

Representative Ellen Tauscher
1034 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-1880

2121 N. California Blvd, Ste. 555
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
(925) 932-8899

Representative Jerry McNerney
312 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-1947

5776 Stoneridge Mall #175
Pleasanton, CA 94588
(925) 737-0727

http://mcnerney.house.gov/




