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On Wednesday, November 1, the Mt. Diablo Peace & Justice Center and the Social Action Committee of the Mt. Diablo Unitarian Universalist Church hosted a viewing of Robert Greenwald’s documentary film, Iraq For Sale: The War Profiteers [http://iraqforsale.org/].  Following the film, Congressman George Miller spoke to the audience and answered questions.

Iraq For Sale highlighted two of the most egregious war profiteering corporations, Blackwater Security and KBR/Halliburton.  The March 2003 incident, in which Blackwater personnel were killed in Falluja, is told by their families and is meant to tug at our hearts - and it certainly did.  But even more heart-wrenching – perhaps because their stories are less well known and they were not soldiers and thus had no way to protect themselves – were the personal accounts of civilian truck drivers who worked for KBR/Halliburton in Iraq.

 On April 9, 2004, a day expected to be extremely dangerous by the military, KBR sent a convoy of civilian drivers into a volatile part of Baghdad. Virtually defenseless, the convoy was ambushed near the Abu Ghraib prison. KBR’s negligence cost several drivers their lives that day and injured many more; the ambush is now known as the Good Friday Massacre.
Another lesser known story is that American soldiers are training the civilian contractors to do their jobs, jobs American taxpayers had already paid the soldiers to learn.  The civilians are paid three times (or more) what the soldiers are paid.  The additional cost, of course, is coming out of the pockets of American taxpayers and flowing into the pockets of war profiteering corporations.

After the film, Congressman George Miller described what has happened in our Congress under one-party rule. 

Barely containing his anger, Congressman Miller told the audience that a consequence of one-party rule is the administration’s inability to end genocide in Darfur.  [The Peace Center hosted Congressman Miller upon his return from Darfur on April 6, 2006.]  

The neo-cons believed that since the U.S. is the world’s “lone superpower” it could do anything it wanted to do.  They were wrong – again.  Because of what the U.S. has done in Iraq, the U.S. has neither the military power nor the moral authority to stop the genocide occurring in Darfur.  Why?  Obviously, the U.S military is bogged down and over-stretched in Iraq, but the more alarming impediment to its being able to stop genocide is that people around the world believe Sudan when it says the U.S. hates Islam and Arabs.  The world no longer trusts the United States and will not work with it – even to stop genocide!

Echoing what Matt Taibbi writes in Rolling Stone (see link below), Congressman Miller told the audience that there is no bipartisanship in Congress anymore.  Working “across the aisle” to do good things for the country and its people doesn’t happen because Republicans are unwilling to work together.  We certainly saw in the film Iraq For Sale who benefits – but more importantly, who loses – from this “my way or the highway” attitude!

*Read the lead story in this month’s Rolling Stone Magazine, “The worst Congress ever:  How our national legislature has become a stable of thieves and perverts – in five easy steps”, by Matt Taibbi (http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/story/12055360/cover_story_time_to_go_inside_the_worst_congress_ever). 

Also listen to Amy Goodman’s, Democracy Now! interview with Mr. Taibbi on October 27 (http://www.democracynow.org/article.pl?sid=06/10/27/1340203&mode=thread&tid=25)
















