April 17, 2007

Dear Friends:

First and foremost we want to thank you for the tremendous work that you have been doing over many, many years -  not just since the first firefight in Iraq.  So many of you have been at the business of peace making for decades.  And you've not just taken to the streets in high profile marches and demonstrations but you've also worked from your homes, in your neighborhoods and in your workplaces to promote alternative measures to violence both here and around the world. 

News reports have long indicated that there is deeply sobering evidence of the failed U.S. policy in Iraq, failures that we have seen lead to a civil war. But it was just this past week that the Pentagon actually began characterizing the conditions in Iraq in that manner. 

Still, today we have an Administration that for five years has been loyal to a concept doomed to fail for lack of a solid plan and adequate preparation.  And there is no sign of significant change in their direction.  It is imperative, today more than ever, that we not lose sight of the message America sent to Washington last November.  The people spoke with their ballots loud and clear demanding a new direction - a new policy that begins with a specific plan for a withdrawal of U.S. troops from Iraq in a manner that ensures their safety.  

Congress is demanding a change of course in Iraq.  That’s what you saw last month when the new Congress rejected the President’s troop surge.  And that’s what you’ll see this week when, for the first time in the four years since the Iraq War began, Congress is saying “no more blank checks.”  The bill that’s coming to the floor for a vote in the House of Representatives this week is the only way to establish clear benchmarks for the redeployment of American troops out of Iraq.  We will be exerting more Congressional war powers than Congress has in decades, because we know the costs of the War in Iraq in terms of our resources and the lives of too many service men and women. 
As we in Congress move forward, and as you continue to lobby for peace and justice, we must all keep foremost in our minds the safety and security of our troops.  The men and women in uniform whether serving here at home or around the world have done everything our country asked of them often under unspeakable conditions.  They have given us their best and we can do no less for them.  

 Thank you all for raising your voices here today.  We have heard you in Washington.  
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