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Michael Lerner and George Miller addressed a large audience with their thoughts on ending the American occupation of Iraq. Rabbi Lerner spoke first, directing his remarks to the moral dimensions of the subject. The main point of what he said seemed to me to be that the invasion was immoral and unjust and that better management of the occupation would not make it less so. He urged that Congress stop funding the occupation immediately. The audience response to his remarks was spirited, enthusiastic even, especially after the topic of impeachment arose. He also touched on broader moral and ethical questions relating to globalization and inequality, remarks which elevated his portion of the proceedings to pulpit level, which, given the setting, was not inappropriate.

Representative George Miller spoke, in turn, to the practical, political aspects of ending the occupation. The House bill funding the occupation for a limited period was the best bill that could be passed, given the need to provide cover for conservative Members whose support was critical. He urged the audience to continue to make their views known to their Representatives and to the general public, through letters to the editor, participation in pro-peace events, etc. He also expressed dissatisfaction with the Bush Administration in general and the President, in particular. More applause.

The orations were followed by a question - and -answer period. Questions from the audience were generally anti-war, pro-peace and withdrawal from Iraq, but several people had other agendas to address, ranging from pro-military (We need better trained officers) to global-warming-is-not-happening. In all, the event was informative and inspiring for those who look for an end to the current insanity. (Written by Pat Condon)
