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Amy Goodman of Democracy Now! spoke for 1½ hours -without any notes - to a rapt audience on October 7 in Lafayette. Ms. Goodman was promoting her new book, Static: Government Liars, Media Cheerleaders, and the People Who Fight Back, which she wrote with her brother, David Goodman. The event was also a fundraiser for Democracy Now! and the Peace & Justice Center.  Ms. Goodman had two complementary themes for her talk: (1) the need to support independent media (including independent bookstores), and (2) that there are courageous people who are fighting back, but that most people do not hear about them because much of U.S. media is not truly independent.  She related stories about people she has interviewed and people who have attended her 80 city cross-country tour.

She pointed out that large chain bookstores promote books that are on the New York Times bestseller list, which is based solely on sales. Being reviewed by the New York Times can almost guarantee a book will sell well enough to make The List; unfortunately, the NYT does not review “progressive” books unless they first sell enough. 

