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I have always been the type of individual that liked to volunteer and help out. However, it was not until my junior year of high school that I began to focus on participating on social justice activities. It began when I learned of a bay area coalition called Stop the Raids Now that focused on migrant rights and an end to all unlawful immigration raids and deportations. I helped organize a rally in San Francisco where hundreds of people came to show their support. That day I experienced firsthand a racist encounter with a police officer that caused me to make a swift decision to make peace.


As we prepared to leave for San Francisco on Bart we were given a warning by the police officers to exit the station. Having organized ourselves very well, we had already distributed literature outlining out rights as student protesters. Before the police entered the Bart we decided to be as peaceful as possible. We all sat down and were silently waiting for the officers to let us go on our way. When the officer entered, I expected him to target me because I had face paint that made it noticeable that I was one of the main organizers. However, the officer turned to the corner of the Bart and targeted one of the few African American teenagers who were on the Bart. The boy was listening to his IPod and calmly sitting down when the officer grabbed him by the shirt and threw him against the window. This action infuriated all of the youth in the Bart and the boy’s friend wanted to get physical with the policeman. It was at this moment that I realized that I had to interfere before the situation escalated. I helped pull the boy who was yelling at the officer away from the scene so that he wouldn’t do something he would regret.


Most students’ immediate reaction was to yell at the officer but I knew that this would agitate the man so I tried to talk it out with the officer to de-escalate the situation. Once the officer detained the young man everyone in the Bart was outraged. I knew that if I didn’t act quickly our peaceful protest would break into a riot that would undermine the goal of our rally. So I told another one of the lead organizers that we had to maintain our cool and control the crowd. It was at that moment that I decided to tell everyone to link arms and start to chant; this way people would be less focused on retaliating against the police. 


This situation allowed me to realize that whenever a person is dealing with a difference of power they have to act strategically. I now understand that institutionalized oppression that exists in my community is the cause of many people’s anger and negative actions. This is why I now see that there is a need to focus on community transformation to ensure that people can create productive change rather than react in scenarios such as this one. The strong connection I developed to my roots and community have allowed me to broaden my understanding of my rich history and given me the ability to critically analyze the circumstances that many youth in urban cities deal with. When I look at my community I see more than an economically depressed ghetto. I see a place I call home filled with thousands of people who deserve more than the crumbs society has to offer. Everyone should be entitled to a decent quality of life.

Understanding politics and historically oppressive circumstances motivated me to joining Macehualli; an organization focused on educating Raza youth on issues of identity, culture, and politics.  It has inspired me to go beyond community service and focus my energy on influencing the future generations to be the leaders of today. I have begun looking at solutions to problems that can maintain the peace in my community. When the Richmond High School gang-rape occurred I knew that the city had to focus on supporting the community in a way that would not criminalize the students but rather educate them in the root causes of violence in our area. This would allow us to live in a more peaceful place because it would be establishing the consciousness in the minds of the students to act with integrity and honor. I have contributed to the creation of a pilot program to empower the student body and educate on de-escalation methods, peer mediation, bystanders response and the cycle of misogyny and systematic oppression.



Since my goal is to create a community that lives harmoniously to achieve a positive future I will continue to addressing issues my community faces by creating spaces that foster youth voice. I want to create a mentoring system where college student’s volunteer at local public schools to provide resources for the youth that would be systematically denied otherwise. They would support student’s growth and create a bridge to college as well as provide education on culture, language, history, and politics. I want ordinary people coming from communities like mine to believe in themselves and realize that they can make an influential change in the world. Usually people grow up with aspirations of leaving cities like mine forever. However, I am not interested in my individual success. I prefer to focus on community work so I can perpetuate a cycle of love and peace that can inspire my peers to do the same for the generations to come. 
